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someone shouted from
the audience after Mary
Jane Tappen, deputy
chancellor of the state
Education Department,
and district Assistant Su-
perintendent Keith Os-
wald began answering
questions.

“The only thing they
can do is scrap it,” said
Lynne Sherrer, one of
the organizers of Parents
Against Common Core
Palm Beach County.

The Common Core
standards were devel-
oped by governors and
state school officials and
are being promoted by
the Obama administra-
tion as part of an effort to
raise the bar for U.S. stu-
dents in science, math
and communications in
order to compete in a
global marketplace.

Florida is among 45
states that have been
phasing in the standards
in recent years, with the
new national system set
to fully replace the state’s
own system in the 2014-
2015 school year.

The move is being bat-
tered by tea party groups
and parent organizations
who say it undermines lo-
cal control of schools.

Abruzzo, who rep-

resents the Wellington
area, said he brought in
Tappen and Oswald to
try to answer questions
about the standards. And
for more than two hours,
they attempted to do just
that, as he read some of
the 150 questions sub-
mitted by audience mem-
bers.

But the answers did lit-
tle to soothe the anger
from opponents, who re-
sponded that they didn’t
believe what they were
being told.

“This is bad. Please
look at the textbooks,”
said Wellington parent
Julie Mauck. “It is bad,
trust me.”

But Oswald told Mauck
and others that teachers
have the freedom to de-
sign their own classroom
curricula.

Mauck, who has four
children at Equestrian
Trails Elementary and
Wellington High School,
disputed that and said
teachers have told her
“twice” they are not at
liberty to change any-
thing.

Tappen told parents
the Common Core stan-
dards, which deal with
only math and English,
were developed by study-
ing other states and na-
tions whose students per-
form better on tests than
Florida. They attempt to
focus teaching on crit-
ical thinking and prob-
lem-solving more than
the current Next Genera-
tion Sunshine State Stan-
dards, she said.

Still, parents disputed
the research that went in-

to developing Common
Core, and called it bi-
ased. “How do we know
they work?” asked Marie
Lynch, a mother from Bo-
ca Raton.

Lake Worth parent
Shannon Armstrong told
Tappen she wanted to see
examples of where Com-
mon Core has worked
in the United States, not

other countries.
“You’re experimenting

on our kids,” Armstrong
said.

Tappen told parents
that one of the biggest
concerns voiced by Com-
mon Core opponents na-
tionwide is that the feder-
al government will gath-
er personal data on stu-
dents.

U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation Arnie Duncan has
said that Common Core
does not call for the fed-
eral government to col-
lect personal student da-
ta.

“We’re not sure how
this is being tied to the
Common Core,” Tappen
said. “Student data is a
very separate issue.”

Not everyone who at-
tended was against Com-
mon Core. Wellington
parent Lisa Zucker did
not get up and speak
during the meeting, but
afterward she said that
while she has questions
about how it will be ap-
plied to special-needs
students, overall she sup-
ports using Common
Core.

“We need to be setting
the bar higher for our
children,” she said.

Many of the most vo-
cal Common Core oppo-

nents at the meeting, like
Campbell and Mauck,
said they were affiliat-
ed with Parents Against
Common Core. Sher-
rer said the group has 86
members, but works with
other anti-Common Core
groups statewide.

A three-day conference
on the issue in August —
attended by three-doz-
en educators, parents,
lawmakers and associa-
tion leaders — seemed to
endorse continuing the
state’s participation in
the Common Core stan-
dards. And most confer-
ees seemed eager to tamp
down such criticism.

But while the state al-
ready went through a
public comment peri-
od on Common Core on-
line and adopted the
standards in 2010, Tap-
pen said state officials are
again taking public com-
ment online through Oct.
31 to see what changes
parents want to see.

The state education de-
partment will also hold
three official public hear-
ings this month, she said.

Despite the vitriol she
witnessed at Wednes-
day’s meeting, school
board member Marcia
Andrews said she was
pleased that the state is
at least showing a willing-
ness to take public input.
“We just have to keep
working together,” she
said.

Staff writers John Kennedy
and Allison Ross contributed
to this story.
jschultz@pbpost.com
Twitter: @Jschultzpbp
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WHATISCOMMONCORE?
■The standards, which deal only with math
and language arts, are a set of skills taught
at each grade level so students are either
college- or career-ready after high school.
They are uniformwith standards in every
state that participates.
■The state Department of Education says
on its website that local school districts have
the flexibility to design their own curriculum,
though opponents dispute this.
■Florida adopted the standards in 2010, fol-
lowed by 40more states in 2011.
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themeeting
onCommon
Core.“It is
bad, trust
me,”she said
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education
standards
scheduled
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manslaughter charges
in July in the 2012 shoot-
ing death of unarmed,
17-year-old Trayvon Mar-
tin in the Central Florida
city of Sanford.

Zimmerman, a neigh-
borhood watch volun-
teer, confronted Martin,
who was walking in a gat-
ed community he was vis-
iting with his father.

While Sanford Police
initially cited the stand
your ground law in not
charging Zimmerman,
who claimed self-de-
fense, the standard was
not used by his attorneys
in last summer’s trial. It
did, however, shape jury
instructions given by Cir-
cuit Judge Debra Nelson
to the six women who ac-
quitted Zimmerman.

The legislation going
before lawmakers this
week would require sher-
iffs or city police depart-
ments to issue guidelines
for neighborhood watch
groups.

It would also prohibit
volunteers from attempt-
ing to confront or catch
someone thought to be
acting improperly.

The bills also clarify for
law enforcement agen-
cies that they should ful-
ly investigate incidents in
which force is used and
not feel restricted by the
stand your ground mea-
sure.

Smith, however, also
wants lawmakers to more
strictly define circum-
stances where the law
can be used.

He wants to prohib-
it someone from taking
aggressive action — per-
haps like Zimmerman
confronting Martin — and
using deadly force when

they turn from aggressor
to victim in an encounter.

Smith said gang mem-
bers, angry neighbors
and others have been
shielded from prosecu-
tion by using the stand
your ground law.

Confrontations start-
ed, and the last person
standing is the only one
offering a version of what
happened, Smith said.

Three days after the Ju-
ly verdict in the Zimmer-
man trial, the activist
group Dream Defenders
began a sit-in at the Cap-
itol demanding a special
session to repeal the law.

Gov. Rick Scott and leg-
islative leaders refused
and the sit-in spanned 31
days, drawing dozens of
protesters, the Rev. Jes-
se Jackson and other civil
rights leaders.

Dream Defenders plan

to be back at the Capitol
this week.

“We plan to maintain
consistent pressure until
this law is repealed,” said
Steve Pargett, a Dream
Defenders spokesman.
“This issue is not going
to fade away because we
intend to keep it on the
forefront of the scene.”

Such Democratic-allied
organizations as Flori-
da New Majority, the Mi-
ami Workers’ Center and
several labor unions have
sought to position the
Martin shooting and call
for repeal of stand your
ground as a vote-driver
for next year’s elections.

U.S. Attorney Gener-
al Eric Holder criticized
the self-defense law at an
NAACP convention in Or-
lando during the sum-
mer. Florida was the first
of two dozen states to en-

act the measure, which
allows residents to use
deadly force to protect
themselves.

Before the new law,
Floridians who felt
threatened outside their
homes were required to
flee an attacker if they
could before using force
to defend themselves.

Rep. Dennis Bax-
ley, R-Ocala, sponsored
the 2005 law, approved
unanimously by the Flor-
ida Senate and in an over-
whelming 94-20 vote in
the House. Speaking at
a Tallahassee Republi-
can club last month, Bax-
ley criticized President
Barack Obama and others
for using the measure to
rally opposition against
Republicans.

Baxley said Republi-
cans are not going to be
pressured into overturn-
ing a law that he said has
heightened public safe-
ty. Like Baxley, House
Speaker Will Weather-
ford, R-Wesley Chapel,
sees little need to change
the stand your ground
law.

Weatherford, though,
has ordered the House
Criminal Justice Com-
mittee to hold a hearing
soon on the law, most-
ly to hear testimony from
law enforcement authori-
ties about any difficulties
they’ve faced with the
measure.

“We’re not afraid to
have discussions,” Bax-
ley said. “But we’re going
to be very cautious in the
House about where we go
with this.”

jkennedy@pbpost.com
Twitter: @jkennedyreport
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George Zimmerman (right) and his
wife Shellie talkwith Seminole court
services investigatorRobHemmert in
Seminole Circuit Court in Sanford in July.
Zimmermanwas acquitted of second-
degreemurder for the 2012 shooting death
ofTrayvonMartin.The“stand your ground”
lawshaped the judge’s instructions to the
jury. JOE BURBANK /ORLANDO SENTINEL /MCT
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