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Petition Number(s)/Types: 2024-0020-ARB 

  
Property Owner/Agent:   Joaquin Castro and 

Jacqueline Diaz 
    11691 Whitemarsh Drive 
    Wellington, FL 33414 
 
PCN(s):   73-41-44-11-01-034-0210 
 
Future Land Use Designation (FLUM):  Residential D 
 
Zoning Designation:  Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
 
Acreage:  0.21 Acres 
 

Request:  Joaquin Castro and Jacqueline Diaz, owners, 
are seeking Architectural Review Board (ARB) 
approval of an alternative design of a six (6) 
foot faux wood grain galvanized steel fence at 
11691 Whitemarsh Drive. 

 

Project Manager: 

Kelly Ferraiolo, Senior Planner 

kferraiolo@wellingtonfl.gov 

(561) 753-5268 

 

 

 
 
Site History and Current Request: 
 
The subject property is located at 11691 Whitemarsh Drive within the South Shore No. 2 subdivision off 
Birkdale Drive.   

The property was purchased by the applicant in October 2007. The property consists of a single-family 
residence, built in 1977, and a swimming pool (Exhibit A – Existing Site Conditions). The applicant is 
requesting approval to all the existing 277 linear feet of a six (6) foot high faux wood grain galvanized steel 
fence and a double gate on the left side and one (1) four (4) foot wide gate opening on the right side of the 
subject property which was installed over the existing wood fence five (5) years ago without a building 
permit. ARB approval is required as the faux wood galvanized steel fence is not an approved fence type.  

The applicant currently has a code compliance case for installing a fence without a permit. The applicant 
stated in the justification statement that he installed the fence five (5) years ago. The applicant had a code 
case in 2020 for not have a hedge around the fence which was quickly resolved. The galvanized fence was 
installed at that time and he was not cited for the material. 

Staff Analysis:  

Per Section 6.4.3.B of Wellington’s Land Development Regulations (LDR), ARB may approve alternative 
materials and designs provided the proposed design is compatible with the approved materials and color 
schemes. There are additional requirements that the request needs to comply with in the Development 
Review Manual (DRM) as well. Even though a request may comply with some of the requirements within 
the LDR and DRM, it does not mean it will receive a recommendation of approval from staff.  

Adjacent 
Property 

FLUM Zoning 

North Residential D PUD 
South Residential D PUD 
East Residential D PUD 
West Residential D PUD 
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The approval of a galvanized steel fence would not be injurious to the neighborhood as the fence is located 
over 50 feet from the edge of pavement and only approximately 12 feet would be visible from the right-of-
way once the hedges are grown in. The hedge is required to be maintained at the height of the fence, within 
three (3) years of planting, so the fence would eventually not be visible from the right-of-way, except for the 
gate openings.  

The proposed request is the minimum alternative needed to accomplish the aesthetic look and privacy the 
owner is attempting to achieve. The applicant installed the fence abutting the existing wooden fences on 
the sides and rear as the wooden fences are the abutting neighbors’ fences, not the applicants.  

However, the alternative fence design is not compatible and consistent with the existing uses surrounding 
the property as the fence type is very industrial looking and resembles hurricane storm shutters. Although 
there is not much visibility of the fence from Whitemarsh Drive or from the neighboring properties, the fence 
resembles a stockade type fence which are not permitted in Wellington. In addition, when fences are 
galvanized, like chain link fence, they need to be powder coated so the metal does not show.  

FINDS OF FACT: 

Based on the findings and consistency with the LDR, the Planning and Zoning Division provides the following 
conditions if the ARB votes to approve the applicant’s request: 

1. The alternative fence design is approved for the sides and rear of the property interior to the lot. All 
fencing visible from Whitemarsh Drive shall be one (1) of the ARB approved fence types. Any 
modifications to the approval shall require ARB approval.   
 

2. A hedge along the fence that faces Whitemarsh Drive is required and must be maintained at the 
height of the fence at all times. Additional hedge material may be required.  
 

3. The alternative fence design and required hedge shall be maintained in good order and repair and 
shall be subject to the standards of Section 6.4.1.A.5. 
 

4. The owner/applicant shall contact the Planning and Zoning Division for an inspection to ensure 
compliance with all approvals/conditions.  

 
 

Exhibits: 
 

Exhibit A  Existing Site Conditions 

 

Exhibit B  Fence Location 

 

Exhibit C  Justification Statement 
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Exhibit A – Existing Site Conditions 
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Exhibit B – Fence Location 
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Exhibit C – Justification Statement 
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