
Central Region Report

   High-performing A-rated District

  November 2022



   High-performing A-rated District

Michael J. Burke, Superintendent
Edward Tierney, Deputy Superintendent, Chief of Schools
Valerie Zuloaga-Haines, Central Regional Superintendent

Vivian Green, Central Region Elementary 2 Instructional Superintendent
Dr. Jennifer Sanders, Central Region Elementary 1 Instructional Superintendent

Karen Whetsell, Central Region Secondary Instructional Superintendent
Marcia Andrews, School Board Member, District 6



   High-performing A-rated District

Binks Forest Elementary
● Great turn out for Dudes and Donuts Book Fair 9/13 & 9/14
● Participated in Walk to School Day on 10/12
● Participated in Unity Day on 10/19 
● Celebrated Red Ribbon Week October 24th - 28th
● Annual Carnival will take place November 12th from 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
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Elbridge Gale Elementary 

● Academic Games - 2nd place in Equations
● Veteran’s Day Breakfast - Wed. Nov 9th @ 8:30 - All Veterans Welcome - RSVP
● SECME, Chess, and Chorus
● Four Robotics Teams  - 2nd/3rd and 4th/5th - Selected for International Competition
● Gator Clubs after school for K-5
● PBIS PLATINUM School
● Green School of Excellence
● Programs offered: K-5 Gifted/Advanced, AMP 3rd - 5th
● Renewing District STEM Certification
● PTO is supporting the school and local businesses with school Spirit Nights



   High-performing A-rated District

Equestrian Trails Elementary
● Equestrian Trails had a fabulous turn out for our Dads Take Your Kids to School Day and all enjoyed time spent in 

classrooms.
● The Boo Bash was a huge success. It was great to host in person again.
● Mrs. Alguacil was recognized by the District’s “Thank a Teacher” program for her outstanding work and big heart!
● Students participated in Walk or Ride Your Bike to School Day!
● Red Ribbon Week 10/24 - 10/28
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      New Horizons Elementary
● PBIS Platinum Level School
● Trailblazer Academy tutorial K-3 began 
● Welcoming and Inclusive School Level 4
● Applied for STEM certification
● Latinos in Action partnership with Wellington High School - reading and helping with math in Gr. 2-5
● Parent University monthly with special guests and presentations
● Participated in Walk to School Day 10/12
● Hispanic Heritage Family Night 10/21
● Celebrated Red Ribbon Week 10/24-10/28
● Literacy Night will be held 11/15 
● Choice Open House for FY24 will be on 11/2 from 6:00-7:00 pm
● Placed 6th in Academic Math Games
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Panther Run Elementary
● Rated #5 in the District and # 79th in the State
● Calypso Cats 5th grade Steel Drum Band
● 4th and 5th Grade Symphonic Band
● Heroes for Education Overall Winner for 4 years 
● Welcoming Inclusive Level 4 School
● Programs offered: K-5 Gifted/High-Achieving Classes; AMP Grades 3-5
● Academic Games and SECME offered in Grades 3-5
● Positive Behavior Support Platinum Level School
● Green School of Excellence
● Strong PTA partnership with the community and stakeholders
● PTA is supporting the school and local businesses with school Spirit nights
● Participated in Walk to School Day on 10/12
● Boo Bash Night on 10/17
● Participated in Unity Day on 10/19 
● Celebrated Red Ribbon Week October 24th - 28th
● Vocabulary Parade PK-5 on 10/28
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Wellington Elementary
● Teacher of the Year nominee, Mrs. Rosanne Tatti (Third Grade Gifted)
● School Related Employee of the Year nominee, Mayelin Acevedo 

Reyes (Head Custodian)
● In partnership with VoW and Boys and Girls Club, after-school tutoring 

has begun for WES students at the VoW common room. 
● Purchased by PTO, the "West Wildcat Book Vending Machine" was 

unveiled 10/27 and dedicated to the Media Specialist, Ms. West. 
● Participated in Walk / Ride your Bike to School Day. 
● Participated in Red Ribbon Week 10/24-10/28
● Fall Character Parade for Pre-K and Kindergarten 10/31
● Mystery Dinner Theatre on November 11th sponsored by PTO
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Emerald Cove Middle School
● State’s Attorney Visit to Civics classes teaching about amendments, Bill of Rights criminal defense, penalties and 

holding a mock trial.
● Congratulations to the school nominees for AP of year- Jason Wheeler, Support Employee of Year- Maria Castro, 

and Teacher of Year - Salam Shuhaiber!
● Pre IT and AVID students have worked hard to collect food items for the VoW Food Drive
● The Fall Band Concert was a success!  Jazz band will be performing for the Principals and Supervisors Meeting in 

December and the Symphonic Band will be recording a couple of holiday classics for The Education Network 
television station to air in the month of December. 

● ECMS WATCH Dogs Program is up and running!  Great pizza night orientation. 
● Pre IT Choice Open House - November 1, 2022 6 p.m.
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Polo Park Middle School
● Baseball team are the Western Division Champions and will be one of the top seeds for the 

County Championship Play-offs.  
● Robotics Teams have been created and they are ready for another winning season this year.
● Preparing for girls volleyball and boys soccer seasons. 
● Math Academic Games teams had a successful season and the ELA Academic Games season 

begins soon.  
● PTSA redesigned the courtyard and it is BEAUTIFUL!!
● Polo Park celebrated “Start with Hello” Week as well as Hispanic Heritage Month with a series of 

events and activities for both students and teachers including spirit days, hall/door decorating 
contest, and student-created works highlighting both. 

● Student Government and NJHS held a supply drive for Hurricane Ian victims.  Polo Park is 
participating in the food drive for the Village of Wellington. 
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Wellington Landings Middle School
● WLMS Academic Games placed second in equations.
● Three Drama students (out of 400 students in the area) were selected by the prestigious 

FUTURE PAGES program at FAU to participate in a grant funded six-week program at 
FAU. These students will be performing at FAU in December.

● Chorus students put on an amazing performance at the WHS theatre and Band student 
performed at the WHS football game on October 21.

● Student Government and Kindness Ambassadors teamed up to sell ice-pops to help 
communities in Southwest Florida who were impacted by Hurricane Ian.

● WLMS will be hosting a Choice Academies Open House on Thursday,
November 3rd at 6:00pm.

● Softball and Baseball are coming to a close and there is excitement as 
         the Girls’ Volleyball and Boys’ Soccer seasons get ready to begin.
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Palm Beach Central High School
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The Bronco Band 
Straight Superiors!

First Friday Coffee Talk with Principal Edgecomb
This Months Topic:

Palm Beach Central 
Bronco Players 

Presents

November 9-12
pbctix.booktix.com

Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration

SREoY ToY 
Ailyn 
Forte

Mark Collins Lisa Shaine

Instructional/Non 
Instructional Employee 

of The Year!

FAFSA
NIGHT

October 26
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Wellington High School 

.

November Awareness Month
Awareness Focus at WHS

● Florida Family Engagement in Education 
● Native American Heritage
● National Child Mental Health
● National Family Literacy
● National Child Safety and Protection
● Homeless Child and Youth Awareness

Florida Holocaust Education Week
November 7 -11 

Holocaust education and awareness activities 
and lessons are implemented throughout 
campus.

Concerts and Plays
● ASL Variety Show

○ November 4
● Chorus

○ November 17
 

Winter Sports Pep Rally 
           November 18
Grade levels compete for the 
school spirit stick!

College & Career
● Univ of Alabama - 

Lunch in Lecture Hall, 
Oct 27

● FAFSA Parent Night, 
Oct 27: 6-7pm Media 
Center



Board Approved Strategic Plan August 3, 2022  





How Much Will Teachers Receive?

District operated initiatives total approximately $200 million and include:

● Approximately 50% on over 12,500 teacher recruitment and 
retention supplements. Current referendum provides annual 
retention supplements based on years of experience: $1,000 
with 1 to 4 yrs, $5,000 with 5 to 9 yrs, $10,000 with 10+ yrs. 

How are Referendum Funds being Used

Continue to fund mental health 
professionals, school counselors, social 
workers and psychologists, to support the 
social and emotional well-being of students.

Provide all experienced effective and 
highly effective teachers with a 
retention supplement based upon 
their years of experience.

Continue to fund police officers and other 
security personnel to enhance school safety. 
Fund safety equipment.

Continue to fund 750 Art, Music, PE, 
Health, Choice and Career education 
teachers. Ensure there are no cuts made 
to existing teaching staff levels.



STAY IN TOUCH

Download the PBCSD mobile app in the 
Google Play or iTunes App Store

The District’s Main Number
(561) 434 - 8000

Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Stay informed by checking the District’s website, 
palmbeachschools.org or by watching content on 

The Education Network

@sdpbc

Welcome Center
(561) 434 - 8197

Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The School District of Palm Beach 
County

Central Regional Office
(561) 868-5326

Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Questions?


